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Or rE GOVERNMENT. 
. Chief Governer, or . General. 


HE Governor head: is the; otinbiphil 
_ perſon in the ſervice of het Dutch 
Eaſt 5 Company; and in ſome reſpects 
he has too much power; for he can decide 
every thing immediately, and there lies · no 
appeal from his judgment, but to the Direc- 
tors in Holland, to whom alone he is account- 
able: this generally takes up two! 2 
by 3 is . more than too lo 


** 


* 


of 8 2 
k is #4 


< © ) 
for the ſyffering party ; and as the General 


takes care to keep up a good underſtanding 
with the Advocate of the Eaſt India Company, 


as the principal perſon in the affair, it ſeldom 
happens, but he is juſtified 1 in his r 


an continued i in his authority. 


The "FOE General's office is very lucra- 


tive, though to ſome more ſo than to others ; 


Fhich-geberally depends on a man's way of 
thinking. There are a thouſand ways and 


means by which an avaricious man may ſatis- 


fy his inclination ; as, the appointment of a 


Commiſſionen oper the natives, who is wholly 


dependent on the General ; the farmers, the 
adminiſtrators, the diſpoſal of all places in 
ift, and penalties on malverſation, are ſuf- 


cient to glut the moſt ſordid avarice. 


1 not then {6 furprifing,” that a General 
ſhould leave behind him forty-four hundred 
thouſand rix- dollars; though it is well known, 
that ſuch General, at his appointment to that 
„ had no mere than one hundred and 
ſo 64 thouſand rix-dollars: but it was mare 
ſurpriſing that the wept pads noenquiry 
about” ſuch immente gains, for certainly 
they had à right to do it. ——Monopolies, F 
injuſtice, villanzes ; yea, in this ſenſe, the 


moſt vile that can be imagined by ng 
e _ been bot pot in 
„ 4 603 056: 50 TIDE: «©: the 


=. | * 


ret 


the Eaſt Indies, to artiaſs richtest. Shöuid it 
ſometimes happen, that an Boneſt mah cn 
demns it Why 'it is cuſtomaty Lord! 
they know it in Holland. This may well be 
credited; as they take no fiqtice of it th Eu- 
rope, and by ſack indifferetice loſe 5 of 
their own intereſt—for, if they did not chuſe 
to puniſh villains and extortionets, according 
to their merits, yet they might at Ieaſt 1 
and then ſqueeze e out Df x wet fponge, 
for the benefit of 4 yearly decaying, company, 
which will certainly ere long, if Hot e 
at leaſt in great part fall to ruin. 


The Netherlands init then be affected 
ze, aud inſtead of long enjoying 4 profi at by 
trade, covetoufniefs w Have enriched 4 few 
individuals with the deſtruction of the whole 
fabric——And when it is come to this, 
the conſequences will be: The mo 
of weft, wehen it is too late 
General enjoys ſeveral particular honours : 
he has generally two gretiadiers before 
his houſe, with ſeveral hafberdeers, who 
conduct people to the audience; during which 
the General fits at a table, covered over with 
papers, and dreffed in his waiftccat; His an- 
fwers are generally ſhort and arro nt. When 
3 he 8 "JI in the Ts 
ner? A n e 
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Firſt, two trumpeters on horſeback, covered 
with lace, blowing at intervals; one Eu- 
ropean running footman, well dreſſed out; 
four black running footmen, with thick canes; 
one corporal, with twelve horſemen, 


ing den ds ebe 


The 8 in ee the General 1 Jrefied 
in a velvet coat and great wig, notwithſtand- 
ing it is ſo hot in India, is eſcorted on one ſide 
by a cornet, followed by. two halberdeers; a 
little behind him ſome horſemen e 


up the rear. i; £24 f Sus wo 


4 rr either man or woman, (ex- 

cept the members of the council of India) tho 

a carriage, muſt on meeting, the ſupreme 
paris come out of their carriage, and 
bow, or curtſey as low as. they can, which 
the General returns with a nod of the head. 
This complaiſance i is very troubleſome, eſpe- 
cially to the fair ſex, it being very diſagree- 
able t to ſtand in the burning ſun, and have the 
body and face 8 with duſt whale "pie 


0 goes along. 


The General . no FF at leaſt not 
what may be called a table: every evening at 
bx, the evening company are admitted. It 
conſiſts of ſuch ladies and gentlemen as have . 
ged that favour two days before. He re- 


Ceives them hitting: on the ſtep at the door, 
e 


dreſſed in a black waiſtcoat, with a a ſtiff linen 
cap on; and when they are all come, the Ge- 
neral ſays ** friends pull off your coats: upon 
which every one takes: off his coat, hat, and 
ſword; they then ſit down on chairs placed 
in a row, on the ſtep, every one acrording to 
his rank; and if it ſhould happen that any one 
does not obſerve this, he is told by the Gene- 
ral, that is not your place, you muſt ſit 
there, Every one has — a glaſs of beer, 
and the toaſt is, a pleaſant evening to ye: 
after that a pipe of tobacco, and then the con- 
verſation begins, but in ſuch a manner, that 
each ſpeaks only to his neighbour, without 
daring to ſpeak ſo loud, that the ſupreme 
commander, as he is ſometimes called, may 
hear; who only converſes for that evening 
with the perſon who ſits next him, and who 
is conſequently the higheſt in rank; and all 
that the General ſays aloud is the ladies 
health; As ſoon as he had ſaid this, every 
one jumps from his ſeat, with a glaſs of wine 
which he had ready in his hand, forming to- 
peter a large half circle, and with their 
heads bent forward, they call out, the Ge- 

neral's Lady's health ;' then follows the health 
of every perſon preſent, each riſing and bow- 
ing when his health is drank, This ceremo- 
ny is prolonged by the General till the clock 
ſtrikes nine, when every one receives his 
hat, coat and ſword again, and obliges him; 
ſelf to drink to the General's health, who 
) anſwers 


669 
anſwers it with ©* thank ye for my each? 
Every one then takes his leave, And in this 


wangen the Ext Indie General paſſes his tine 
very” evening. © We may now judge how a- 


4 genteel and ſenſidle man has the misfor- 
tune to ſit next to a cotrimoti ignorant booby, 
who perhaps, was formerly, in Europe; a ſhoe- 
maker, a — a butcher, or ſomething of 
the kind 3 but is now exalted to the Ke of / 
— mate; aud how difagreeable muſt 

it be to ſee fuck people inveſted with the ehief 
offices, and be obliged patiently to beat inſults 
from them. We muſt not ſuppoſe that by a 

teſidenee in India, they have acquired 

| —— by which they are — — 
chief employments. Far from i ! they are the 
molt uneapable men, as well in the company's 
affairs, as in converſation, Haying at firſt > 
all low* ways ſcraped together a penny, and 

by that means brought: themſelves into office ; 
They neglect nothing to obtain mote riches, 
indifferent as to the manner in which they are 
acquired ; the company alſo ſuffars a ſenſible 
injury b — and thus they climb from 
ſtep to are norminated one of 
net Of Indiac when they are riſen thus 
high they are unapproaehable; and it is ge- 
nerally found, that before they attain the (in 
India) ſo much defired office, they are fayou- 
rites of Seen W Hove ſeett, in the 


dright 


leithele viſits are, efpecially when a 


PP. = 


height of favour and canfidenee'oF the com- 


mander, a man whoſe mother ſold greetis 
in a cellar, in Holland, and who came to In- 
dia in quality of ſhip boy, and whoſe: con- 
verſation plainly evinced his elevation. 
Another, who was by birth a jew, of 
mean parentage, and had been ſeveral years 
a coachman in India, afterwards applied him- 
{elf to trade, and having gained great profit by 
fas et nefas, he bought an alderman's 
place in Batavia, and even ſet up a carriage. 
Was it not diſguſtful to ſee ſuch a man dreſ- 
ſed in velvet, or covered with lace, his arms 
very ſtiff, and hanging diſtant from his body, 
and from under a pair of rufflles, hung a 


couple of cluraſy hands, Which plainly e- 


vineed the eurry- comb. Of this ſort: there are 
too many; but it is not worth While to de- 
ſcribe any more; what has been here men- 
tioned, is only to give a ſketch, without ſur- 
feiting the reader with further quotations. 


| Theſe, and ſuch fort: af men, we- muſt 


highly reſpect, as they poſſeſs the ear of the 


General; and tho' they have not à ſoul to 


aſſiſt their fellow creatures, yet they have to: 


iogenious and faſhionable man, with con- 
tempt and diſdain. 5 


. 


: : * 
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The Director General is the ſecond perſon 5 
ere concerns the direction of trade, de- 
pends upon him; it is he who fixes the value 
of the merchandize, and buys them; to be 
ſerviceable, he ought to be a ſkillful / and ex- 
rienced merchant; he ſhould inform him- 
ſelf particularly of che trade in the out fac- 
tories, and take care not to fill the warehouſe 
in India, either in the capital or in the out 
fees, with unacceptable commodities, 
which often lie there for years, to great loſs. 
Many of the Directors, either do not under- 
ſtand trade, or elſe they endeavour to make 
a figure in Europe, with the advocate of the 
company, and thus with the company itſelf, 
by repreſenting how much merchandize they 
have diſpoſed of in the capital, and emptied the 

ware-houſes, ſo that _ may make Heat 
r N e ts | 3 
17 


"This 3 1s fee but ſuperficially in Europe. 


They ao i not conſider that chis dif] poſal of 
the merchandize in the capital, is occaſioned 
by this ſkillful Director's forcing unacceptable 
commodities on the out factories, contrary to 
the demands of their ſervants, and which are 
written off immediately on their being ſent 
away, tho they remain for NEO in 1 the wa 

where they were ſent. 5 3 
7 5 | In | 


GE & 
* 


„ 

In the mean time the books are ſent to 
Europe; and we behold with ſatisfaction, 
how well the ſkillful director can empty the 
ware-houſes, and we promiſe ourſelves great 
advantage from thoſe exported goods, of which 
we have yet received no advices ; and thus we 
loſe fight of the real object. To theſe, and 
ſuch teeming gains, the Dutch Eaſt India 
Company are too ſubject; and really, if it was 
cloſely examined by ſkillful men, it would 
appear to be a great body without power over 


it's members. 


The purchaſe. of commodities which are 
not in hand, and which is very often done 
in this manner, is likewiſe made by the 
General Director, and from this hs has the 
moſt profit. * ee WL ee 


The. Council of India ( Edelleeren) follows 
the Director General; theſe are ſix or ſever 
in number, at Batavia; moſt of whom, for 
their own intereſt, govern ſome college as 
pretident ; among theſe are often ignorant 
and mean people, of which the following is 
ü a Hf CT OTT OR 4.5 

There was a man ſo void of memory, that 
when any one gave him a paper, he was oblig- 
ed to make a mark where he put it, that 15 
| might find it when it was wanted; he like- - 

wite always forgot what was verbally report- 
ed to him; this man, who was of mean birth, 


8 had 


(cp 9» 

had hem a ſailor in the Company's fervite ; 
and nobody need wonder to ſee the ſecond 
officer of +. Dutch ſettlements in India, in 
the perſon of the director, or metamorphoſed 
GE. fitting with his body almoſt bare, co- 
_ vered only with a fingle ng arment, and 
often nothing but a lungy (bottomleſs ſacł, 
which coming no higher than the arm pits, 
leaves the arms bare) giving audience. We 
| t diſcover among the council of India, a 
man, whoſe greateſt pleaſure conſiſted in con- 
ring profeſt and ſelect drinkers at the bottle. 
Win manner of life made him ſo peeviſh, 
that he behaved to every body with the great- 
eſt hrutality. This man married the baſtard 
daughter of a houſe carpenter, begot on a black 
Taye belonging to the company, and who 
had been chained ; ſhe before was married by 
her father to a carpenter, who died in the 
office of inſpector of the trade quarter, leav- 
ing behind him his wife, 2 a n of 


eee, 


Ir might be ſais of. . wes if ever 
avarice and ignorance joined together in the 
"ſame perſon, it was in him; no means were 
er too low to get money ; and his igno- 
rance was, - Without exaggeration, ſo great, 
chat he could not write a dozen lines roper- 

ly. His late ſervants ſtill remember his ex- 

tortions and covetous actions; and one 
till, in the place which he formerly govern 


© SJ 
ed, hear theſe bitter times deſcribed; The 
natives were obliged to ſend their daughters 
that were handſome, to his wife, to amuſe 
and attend her; under that pretext they came 


into his houſe, but going from thence to 


Batayia, he carried them awa with him, 
notwithſtanding the prayers has intreaties of 
their friends, and fold ben for a great price, 
as flaves, * | 


b wa amaſſed immenſe riches, in in 
one of the principal governments in India. 
The remembrance of his government draws 
fighs from the breaſts of the inhabitants. 


There was another who was born in India, 
and had never been out of it, or ſeen more 
than Batavia and it's environs ; learned Dutch 
as an aſſiſtant, and palloc ſhine Ws Ns in the 
ſecretary's office. ; 4 


In Europe a pedant 3 18 ridiculous, 3nd we 
40 ridicule him; 2 an Eaſt India 

is moſt ridiculous, e eſpecially when we are 
; oblig ed to reſtrain our derifion, on account of 
— igh Eaſt Indian character; and this one 
d (out of his uſual Los” of petitions 

al e in which he had been ſo many 
years em ployed) not the leaſt knowledge of the 
Company's affairs, but yet he thought he me+ 
 Fited the 1 5 which he filled. He was likewiſe 
; = - 

_ * Handſome girl ſell for a great proce at Batayia, 


one of the Eaſt . * from whom 
the Company has great advantages | to expect. 


| Another member of the Bunt of "FP 
who, by performing ſome not very honour» 
able cke for 15 General, had obtained 
that office; having by monopolizing ſeveral 
articles, as rice, firewood, &c. &c. obtained 
a great deal of money, would needs be look- 
ed upon as a very particular man, and one 
who poſſeſſed an extraordinary genius, tho 
at the ſame time he made himſelf ridiculous 
by it. He always expreſſed himſelf with in- 
difference about the Company—whether this 
proceeded from bad notions, or that he 
thought the ſaying ingenious, we cannot 
tell; but it was neither proper nor honeſt. 
for a member of the Council of India, to 
ſay, The Company ought to be robbed, 
and he that does not do it, is unworthy the 
name of . 5 ſervant,” 8 


es . 2 Governors, we will cite 
another character, of one who had ſpent an 
acquired fortune in three years, and then 
acquired another without mentioning his 
falſe character, and the high opinion he en- 
tertained of himſelf, He was fo well in- 
22 to the Company, that his moſt admir- 
ed faying was, * that the Company ought 
to be robbed, and he that did not do it was 

a 90 7 for they took no notice of 1 it in Hol- 
| EE ON laud, 


9 


honours and privileges: Th geir title (collec 


3 


land, and the Directors were too great fools 


to be ſerved faithfully.” Some people agreed 
with him that they did not reflect much in 
Holland, but nobody either durſt, or would 
avox that the Directors were 2 & 


Thos, and ſuch 1 of men, 7p few 
excepted) - compoſe the government of the 
Eaſt Indies; moſt of them' are of 'the mean- 
eſt origin. We may now judge what hands 
the Company's affairs are in, and whether 
they can proſper. N ow-a-days we ſee Eaſt 
India fortune-hunters make a fortune in a 
few years; but if we look back ſome years, 
and caſt our eyes over former periods, we 
ſhall ſee, that from the beginning, to the 
year 1660, incluſive, no ſervant of the Com; 
pany, either heaped up treaſures ſuddenly, or 
came ſoon to Europe---then the Company 
were gainers---and then they Foulg boaſt of 
having faithful ſervants,” 8 


Theſe chief Edelheers en joy the following 


KS: 


tively) is 

Supreme India Government, | 
| Every member is ſtiled, My bd or Ho- 
nourable, both in and ont of the aflembly ; 
and it is very droll to hear it continually re- 


a8 


pony: when they are hs to; and they 


= 


are ſo. much ſet upon it, that I would adviſe 
no one to negleCt it; as for example, Yes, 
my Lord, No, my Lord, If your Lordſhip 
pleaſes, &c. &c. For ever, My Lord, eſpe- 
cially if we ſuſpect theſe Lords to be — 4 
ed . Blackſmiths, Taylors, and lome- 
times much lower gen, 


They are ſaluted with the drums at all 
es, and the guard turns out, They may 
gate four horſes finely harneſſed to their 
coach, which is gilt from top to bottom, 
and with glaſs doors to it; they are 3 
receded by two running footmen; and 
wins ng that meet them, muſt ſtand- ſtill, 
and the perſons in them muſt riſe and make 
a low bow. They may dreſs as fine as ** 
deals. and ride oo the caſtle, 


They procure every. thing out as the Com: 
pany” s ware-houſe, at prime coſt, 


And laſtly, their wives alone are called La- 
dies, excluſwe of all other women: ſo that 
peop ple of faſhion, who come to India throu gh 
misfortunes, though they have left their wives 
behind them in Europe, have the mortifica- 
tion to hear them Riled | Miſtreſs, Though it 
is in itſelf nothing, yet I have often remarked 
that it is generally accompanied with a diſ- 
dainful ſmile ; as, Sir ! Miſtreſs N's health, 
e ts the word Miſtreſs, as * as they 


can. 


Can) 


can. While moſt of theſe India gentlemen's 
wives are deſcended from the meaneſt people, 
as before recited. They are generally without 
education, always ſpeak the Malayan tongue, 
drink beer, and chew betel; and yet every 
one muſt bow before theſe creatures: when- 
ever we meet them, we muſt our carri- 
age. They are likewiſe, after their huſband's 
Js led Dowager, excluſive of all o- 
thers. A 8 


Jo acquire theſe and the like honours, this 
poſt is ſo much ſought after in the Dutch 
Eaſt Indies. A member of the Dutch Eaſt 
India mercantile government has more ho- 
nours paid him, than many Princes in Europe: 
ſtrangers who ſometimes come to Batavia, 
laugh at it; but yet complain bitterly that 
they are always forced to ſtand ſtill, when they 
ſee theſe Indian puppets appear. We muſt not 
think that all this pride and honour” is neceſ- 
fary in India far from it! Let us never be 
impoſed upon in this matter; the natives do 
not reflect upon it, eſpecially the Batavians, 
becauſe they are all of the loweſt rank. It 
proceeds alone from curſed ſuſpicion, jealouſy 
and pride; and it weuld be worth while 
for the, mother country to ſettle: this in a 
proper manner... „ 


8 


* * 


eri 
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Inferior Officers. 


"HE next in rank to the Council of India, 
are the governors, ſecretaries, members 
of the court of fo juſtice, commanders, clergy- 
men, commiſſioners, overſeers, military and 
civil ſtaff-officers. Theſe may ride in gilt 
chariots and coaches, but without doors: 
neither are they allowed running footmen ; 
but they may have knots, reins, and taſſels 
ro their harneſs ; and they may wear velvet 
clothes. The Siders = The gates, and 
ebe. turn out for them, and ground their ; 
clocks as they Paſs. | | 


10 cheſe . the chief erhilt a 
derman, chiefs, and under overſeers; theſe 
may keep a Painted waggon, but without the 
Jeaft gilding ; likewiſe without doors; but 
they may u "reins and taſſels. The ſoldiers 
ground their firelocks for them; and * 
maß wear velvet. 5 | 
4 Aa That pon this me Kt, ther- 
chant's mates, and their equals. Theſe _ 
keep a carriage; but without gilding o 
paint- work, and made of rough wood. T hy 
away. uſe neither reins nor 1 to their 8 

1 neis; 
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neſs; but muſt content themſelves with bare 
rope: ſo that it is almoſt a ſhame to keep a 
carriage on this footing. Even .the very 


{laves call them ſtinking waggons : neither 


may they wear velvet; nay the merchants 
and merchants mates, if they intend to make 


their fortune, muſt be very ſubmiſſive and 
humble; andit is eſteemed the greateſt honour to 
them to be admitted into the company of one 

of the Lords. The merchants mates always 


ſit at the lower end, and the Lord never 


deigns to ſpeak to them in company. So that 
a merchant's mate comes from Holland, per- 
haps a decent man, finds himſelf in the moſt 
abject ſtate; and often grieves himſelf to 
death, for his raſh undertaking, in coming 
to theſe fatal regions, to ſeek his fortune: 
8 Birmas enough to acquire 
one, that the far greateſt part of thoſe that 
come, die of want, grief, and ſickneſs: ſo 
that without exaggeration, not above three 
out of fifty, who come over, are fortunate; 
and thoſe are ſo ſtrongly recommended, that 
they could not be affe over. Wherefore I 
would adviſe every hoheſt man, not to come 
to the reſolution of going to the Indies, but 
at the greateſt extremity : moſt of them have 


and ſo few are 


repented it; and the more decent. they are, 
the worſe they are uſed : for ſuch they fingle 
out for a mark to ſhoot at, and they are ſure 


to be uſed with the moſt mortifying con- 


PD 0 
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On the contrary, I would. adviſe all mean 


people: to 0 to 9517 countries; ; to them it will 
a paradiſe, and "FF may ad hope to 
make their fortune. 


Surely if the . in Europe knew it, they 


would not be in ſuch. : a, hurry, to go to the 
Dutch, Eaſt Indies, ; and could we cloſely ex- 


amine Europe, the mean, and. tyrannical 


actions that are performed in India, I truſt, 
(unleſs Juſtice has bid adieu to us alſo) that 


ſupreme Governors in Europe would order 
9 95 better. We may then here freely ex- 


claim, Great God ! 155 a Dutchman more 


®P refled and defp ſed, when under the Spa- 
voke, than he is under this Indian au- 
5 of ſo mean a brood.” The ſcum. of. 
the earth, and what is reckoned in Holland 
among the raſcallity, proſper here, and act 


the fine gentlemen.—No comfort, no help. 


no reflection for an unfortunate and honeſt 
wan, whom fortune has brought to this un- 
hoſpitable clime. Vea, how many honeſt 
men do we ſee periſh. here ! or live in afflic- 
tian, grief, and e Ke by their 
Ws ae | 
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"Court of Tufice ; 
* 


HI I is an independent Court; ; "had 
has often beeri a check to the Eaſt 
Indiah ſupreme. Government. Theſe two 
Cotirrs "TOR often been at variance 5 eſpeci- 
ally when Juſtice would not blindly comply 


55 the 17 5 of the 1 Government 


though generally abfür inconſiderate, an 
malevolent. This Court ks often had in it, 


many honeſt, diſintereſted, and ſkillful preſi- 


dents and members. It is the only counter- 
poiſe to the too unlimited Eaſt In an ate 
and where the unfortunate find an: help | 
ſupport : the Company ought to allow them 

more. ' it i; 1s really a Fl Mane” that je a ne- 


ceſſary and high Court, ſhould have o little 


for their, 5 15 
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_ Court x Aldermen. 


\HE Preſident of this Court Ob 


very ignorant, and without the 1. 


knowledge in the buſineſs of the Court; and 


becauſe he is a Counſellor of India, he thinks 


inſtruftion would deg rade his dignity. To 
we a better idea of this Court, we ſhall 
riefly deſeribe moſt of it's members, as it £ 


Was ſome years ago. 


The Vice Preſident, 9 had ſ Aled in 4 


Compan 1 ſhips ſeveral years, as chief maſ- 


ter, got his freedom, and became a licenced 
ſmuggler; ; and having by theſe means ob- 
tained a b he procured pyplels A Fe 
in this Court. J 


Prin 


We may . of PY Looby 0 thas man 


poſſeſſes! and this office being a place of 


credit, has made him intolerably arrogant; 
which is uſually the caſe with mean 8 


People, eſpecially in India. 


The next in office followed PI trades, 
and at length let out waggons. He was ſent 
to India when young, + 4 His good behavi- 
our; upon his * 3 he reſigned 

_ 
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To 
him elf to the moſt extravagant behaviour, 


minded no buſineſs at all. 5 
The next to him came to India in the qua- 
lity of a, ſailor, the ſon of a tradeſman, and 
uſed formerly to cry ſauſages along the ſtreets; 
he 1 a black woman with a large for- 
tune, and bought himſelf an alderman's place. 
The fourth was born in India, and ſpoke 
but broken Dutch; but having inherited a 
good fortune, he alſo purchaſed an alderman's 
office. SE. 56 | 


The fifth was a Weſtphalian boor, who 
was firſt a ſailor, then a mate in the compa- 

.ny's ſervice. Having obtained his freedom he 
got a good penny by letting out of waggons, 
and by that means procured the office of al- 


Theſe then compoſe the civil government, 
_ and. theſe are they who ſometimes condemn 
twenty or thirty people (tho! Indians) to 
death. Muſt we not be filled with horror, 
when we reflect what iniquitous actions may 
be „ ſuch ignorant and deſpicable 
men eG DOE Os $3031 ͤ FE CEOITS 


Perhaps ſome. body will aſk wat induces 
dich, then to ſeck after the office of alderman & 
I anſwer for the following reaſons, which are 
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oringinated in pride, that they may rank with 
chief merchants, 1 


That they may FOE in a {plated coach; 
that their hoſes may be adorned with reins 
and taſſels; that — may wear a velvet coat, 
and that the firelocks may be grounded for 
them at the gates. By this we may judge 


how ' violently the common le catch. at 
the SURE; nor do they Thi any thing to 


F 


HE alley are much to he Dede mod 
an officer is not the leaſt reſpected in 
: they are never invited out, and muſt 
B very {paringly. Many who haye been 
tradeſmen in Europe are now officers in India, 
and theſe have reſpect paid them, but a 
leman muſt not expect it; and, therefore, 
would adviſe all ſuc never _ n 


5 amongſt the Duteh in India. 4 


The common ſoldiers' in moſt! of. * by 
fiRories, 2 aps 5 A . Toſh, * 


* hey : 
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They receive thirteen ſtivers for a gilder 
all over India—ſo that a ſoldier engaged in 
Europe for nine gilders per month, receives 
only five Silders ſeventeen ſtivers in India, 


They are obliged to. buy ready made uni- 
forms or regimentals, ſhirts, &c. at a high 
price, by Which the em . a 
means of urban. Of; 22 


They 9 to wo a eat 1 580 3 * Ss 
very ſparingly, as Ln diſtributor ne have a 
ae 5 | 


They are Ck obliged to As of 
their commandant-; fo that this article gene- 
rally runs away with one third of their .tmall 
: * pay. 


They have 9 oo nor . given 
them; 400 that they muſt always go barefoot; 
and add to rn Mn are AT HOI At unmer- 
c 


- 


' By 2 we may u jude dow hew: willing! theſs 
people would. be to fight, if neceſh 2 required 
it; beſides they are moſtly: French ans, 


| and; other; foreigners, who have no — 
nation for the Dutch, 3 G 2 
e and . to India, , 


> ; * 5 
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MN theſe may be Wound, thoſe who 

k- tho' they ou 4 to be cloathied with 

fun, yet are filled with pride, joined to 

pant ee ignorance. The - Sroatell, number 

{t of wretched preachers, ſome of whom 

bay: never in a pulpit in Europe, and from 
ſchoolmaſters and coblers, are become par- 
ſons. The — have the rank of comman- 
ders ; they may ride in gilt coaches or wag- 

gons, and they may have reins and taſſels ro 

their harneſs, and oy my 5 7 N wear a 
black velvet. f oo 


Theſe are . which they cy arro- 
gated to themſelves, © proceeding originally 
from a very indecent pride, which has alſo 
occaſioned that in Batavia no carriages (except 
thoſe of the noble Eaſt India 1290 are finler 
gilt or better adorned than thoſe of the clergy ; 
10 that a perſon unuſed to the fight, would 
be extremely ſurprized to ſee a man dreſſed in 
black velvet and a band, driving through the 
town in ſuch a faſhionable vehicle, with the 
moſt ridiculoug behaviour, cocking up his 
noſe to every one. And you may always find 
them every evening in com ny with a pipe 
and Blaſs, and wy often cards in their . 

7 


of 


1 
by which ſome of them do not even allow 
themſelves time to ſtudy, but patch up a ſer- 
mon out of books; there is ſeldom any thing 
of their own in them, but. the a" of their 
voice and fooliſh geſtures. 


Many. of them apply hs to trade, 
and it is counted a great fayour to ſend a cler- 
yman to the weſt coaſt of Sumatra to diſtri- 
ute the ſacraments. But under this lurks:a | 
very bad trade to one who bears the name of 
clergyman; on ſuch an ocealion they don't 
ſtick Fe buying and ſelling ſlaves, filling up 
the ſhips, and then, farſpoth, pretend they 
are cl briſtians, whom they converted and bap- 
Rad: 1 the voyage, which fineſſę is after 
1 r with in Europe this is the way 
in moſt of the out factories. The greatelt part 
of the Indians who are baptized, arg only 
tage by name—have ſome view in be- 
coming ſo, and are moſt miſerably inſtructed. 
* Batavia the Godly Parſon ſells them 
to the beſt e, | 
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Sbabandbaar or Recerver . 25 85 
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provides them with every thing that they 
want, which he muſt always be well paid for; 
this ſtrangers ofteri complain of; and no one 
beides him may deliver them any thing: The 
profits he divides with the general, as alſo 
when He delivers them fugar, arrack, &c. 
and in ſuch a cafe the company muſt often : 
Þ- the ſufferers. ' This is the occaſion of the ia] 
frequent accounts of the ſcarcity of ſugar. 
This article is partly, indeed wholly under 

his authority; ſo that the Shabandhaars, are 

"uſually the greateſt - ſmugglers; for which 
"reaſon, this employment is. one of the moſt 


* „ 4a 4 7 3 


ALL frrangers muſt apply to him, and be 
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TDATAVIA is the 
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| Commiſſioner to and over - the Natives 


bh * 1 8 poſt is 0 apple by a 
relation of the General, and who di- 


vides his profits with him. The natives are 


obliged to ſell him coffee, birdneſts, &c. 

&c. at a low rate, in return for money at an 
exhorbitant price. The commiſſioner pays the 
natives 20, ooo rix dollars, for commodities, 


_ .which the Company are charged. 250,000 
rix dollars for. Should they meet with any 


untractable inland chiefs, they are immediate- 
y turned out of office, and ſoundly drubbed, 


Poſufons. 


capital of India, and 

defended by a caſtle, partly decayed, as 
well in the dwellings below as in the bul- 
warks and walls; the ditches are in moſt 
places always dry; there is never anx thing 


| dame _ to THEM. or to o the town wills and 


| © gates; 3 
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gates; tho” the company are charged a great 
ſum yearly for materials, &c. for repairs. 
But this is done for reafons which will be 
explained When we come to ſpeak of the 
Trade Quarter. Batavia, had formerly a float- 
ing water caſtle, which is now almaſt ſunk. 
Wherever we fee the Works of the town and 
caſtle, we are preſented with a view of their 
ruins; the people who are to defend them, are 
about 200 in number, moſt of them fickly 
officers and ſoldiers, who deprecate both the 
country and the fervice. At diſtances round 
the town, are poſts, guarded by from fifteen 
to twenty five men ; moſt of them are in a 
miſerable condition, and in caſe of an attack, 
* any TFVICE. * 


The town is open W the 2 theſe 
mall garriſons, being moſtly on the landſide. 
So that I am certain that to or three ſhips, 
of the Engliſh, French, or any other Euro- 
pean power, would be able to conquer Bata- 
via in two or three days. There are indeed 
three or four ſhips. lying in the road, but 
they are deſtitute of ammunition. Fout Hun- 
dred men, with a fe fiend . pieces, may effect 
A landing with the utmoſt eaſe, half a league 
above the town; on the aaſt fide, where they 
generglly keop duch: 2 good look out, that the 
plaee may be taken, almoſt before they know 
11 - mean by ſtorming ; but with a great- 
er force there is no occaſion. of Ropmyag 3 


( 29 ) 


for Be few military who compoſe the garri- 6 


ſon, would certainly join the befiegers; engi- 
neers (at leaſt what may be called ſo) they 


have none, fo that all would be in the rs 4 | 


confuſion, and we may judge how little 
trouble it would coſt. I Ne natives, who live 
a good way in the country, bear the utmoſt 
enmity to the Dutch, and would Pays 
Join their enemies. e 


de out + Poſts are e 
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e three leagues in land, grate by | 


twenty: men. 


+ 


Maſter OO fix W 8 in YAY Has ; 


2 A of . invalids. 


eee ten leagues i in a, is 2 « gar 
foo'd vy twenty men. 2 


FE and Rye a kiegud and 2 half i in 


land, have each a garriſon of twenty five men; 
they ate moſt wretchedly provided with every 
thing that is neceſſary for defence. Judge 
chen if I am not in the right to make ſu l 
-of the conqueſt of Ras It would be 
worth while to attempt it; the conquergr 
: would get a pretty good booty, as the treafury 
Is n well — with gold and filver, 
and the warehouſes with m be- 

ales a handſome 9 which the 
town 


ight 
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town-could-raiſe, conſidering the richneſs of 
it's inhabitants: But it is not to be valued 
within ſome tons of gold; [ten thouſand 
pounds fleriing and the 1 advantage 


would be, = thoſe who are maſters of Ba- 


tavia, would likewiſe be maſters of the coaſts 
of Java; and the treaſures which Java pro- 


_ duces, are well known—the unhealthfulncſs 


of the place would be their only enemy; but 
they who undertake it, muſt after conquering 
Batavia, fix their + quarters at Samarang in Java. 
There it is very healthful, bur they ns not 
ſtay long at Batavia. Java being once con- 
quered, the Spice Iflands (the ſupport of the 


| already tottering Dutch Eaſt India any 


would ſoon follow. 1 


But "Ps I wb leave of hn capital, I ſhall 
aprecable to my promiſe, ſay ſomething of the 
Trade Quarter. It is an unneceſſary erection, 
which coſts the company yearly a great ſum 
of mogey it contains a number of Work- 


men, as well Europeans as Natives; it is the 


place where all materials of 3 and Mettal 


are wWrought, (tho' not as — ſhould. be) for 
or 


the ſervice of the company for then it would 
be a very foundation, and would not 


coſt ſo much as at preſent; and the company's, 


warehouſes, dwellings and fortification, N 7 
> N in a en en Rate. FRE 
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They ſeldom work for the. ſervice. of - 
the company; but for the general and lords: 
and the company muſt bear the burthen; for 
when the general or a lord has a houſe, a 


country ſeat, or any other capital works: to 
erect, the materials are delivered out of the 


Rearter, and poſted in the books for the com- 
pany's buildings, warehouſes, fortifications, 
&c.. This is the reaſon that this place coſts 
ſo much every year, in expences, and that the 
company s buildings, warehouſes and fortifica- 


tions fall into ſuch decay. The maſters of the 


workmen likewiſe fill . tba pockets by it; 
and it is not ſurpriſing in Batavia, for theſe 
maſters to leave behind them at their deceaſe 
a hundred thouſand rix dollars; and this 
enormous ſum was actually left by a maſter 


eee who died in 1770, KH {en 


All theſe * keep, carriages, hav gor 
3 and live in the greateſt plenty. 
Which. may be eaſily accounted for, as the 
general can't well ſcrutinize their bills, while 
they permit him to charge the work which 
they do for him to the company's account, 52 
they think if my commanger dee 
mo lafely Barge double,,f 2 
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Amboina has a governor nk ann. — 


Hence. the company are ſupplied with cloves. 
The governor; muſt have more reſpect paid 
190 * his n than the emperors of 


19 3464 _ Rome 
» „ - 0 3 ; 
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Rome (pardon the compariſon) formerly Had ;/ 


he muſt never be contradicted either in aſſem- 


bly or in private converſation; if any one be 
ſo bold as not to obſerve this, though he be a 
a member of the council, he is immediately 
ſent to Batavia, where he is ſure to receive 
further condemnation; for the governor always 
takes care to palm the general's hand. But 
ſhould an inferior perſon have the misfortune 
to diſpleaſe the govet nor, he generally pays it 
with his back, of which twelve corporals 
with their Canes are the executioners. The 
poot natives are moſt unmercifully uſed, and 
taxed at pleaſure; eſpecially upon che Hongy, | 
or yearly circuit, which the- governor makes in 
a ſſeet of corocoros, when he appoints the 
natives, pran-Kayas, ſerjeants or cotporals, 
in all villages,” hamlets,” &c. which they 
muſt pay through the noſe for, and return 
thariks for — 2 which they neither defi Kehre 

nor aſked. If they do not comply with 

Zovernor's demands, their lot is moſt la- 


Wwentable. Nay, a certain governor of Am- 


boina ordered a perſon to be bound to a gun, 


aud chen fired it off, by which the onfortunate 


man was lamed for ever,” This: appointment 
he changes every year, and by this means ob- 
tains a continual ſalary. All reſidents in = 
under his government muſt a him a year 
tribute, * neglect of w ate rd Z 
mediately turned out of their e's but if 


Naan of Ot ey ay Exon with 


impunity, 


det of an attack, would not make the 


(9) 15 
By this we may gueſs how Beile 
— muſt love the Dutch; ee i 
daily prayer is, that they wy be Gobi 
from the tyranny of the Dutan. 


4 governor enjoys in his government, a. 
mong others, the following nne 5 


| AE in called. in his governments my Lord, 
| and. bis wife, my Lady; —— 
exntine]s before his e 
nne 70 0 3 


| When he walke, or Ader owt ho. in geo 
ceded by two trumpeters, and part of his 
guns go before, arid-the reſt follow him. 


Every one. who — maſk Rand ad 
make him a Jow bow. 


5 . fin dee 
2 at Batavia : the garriſon canfiſtee no'taore 
than two hundred men at who in 


but rather join an ee” b. 


oe Add what 
fa the tg act y re- 


Finch rapper ine treatment they meet 
i (as was ſaid 
— ad * —— to wee How 


| for 
 o ſmall a price that it is almoſt incredible; 
; eee „ 
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ts. gin any thing: this would] make them 


gladly embrace every opportunity of changing 
their maſter and dealer, who Wer my: them 


better for their ices: df e ne: 207 ment 
= There are yearly three ſhips: go to 1 


to fetch cloves, badly manned, and ill pro- 
vided with every thing for defence, having at 
moſt not more than fifty men. Theſe ſhips 


fail from Batavia in December, and return in 


June. Tbe expences of the garriſon, &c. of 
this government coſt the company, yearly, one 


hundred and twenty thouſand 5 21 z at 


* 


_ they afe charged this ſüm. | 


we may Judas how edn it ads hs ow an 
enemy, either Engliſh or French, to make 
themſelyes maſters of this ſettlement. Aud is 
It not * that ſuch careleſſneſs ſhould 
A in a oy ace of ſo much conſequence to tho 
but fo If is in India, and ſo it will | 


oy > "1 A is loſt; 1 the directors open 


<2 3.499 
cir ow 7 - 


P ae W ads aaa ad 
lies ie 2 or 28 Dutt miles m Am- 
boina; here is likewiſe 1 /Fovernor as chief, 
with the ſame privileges" and authority as at 
mboina. Some of the iſlands of Banda are 
ſo  pphealthfa}, eſpecially thoſe which are 
F by the OY tat once - 00" out of 
ah "26 
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570 died in 4 year. Nene but thoſe who re- 
cover from the firſt diſtemper, and the natives 
can live there ; a furious burning mountain, 
at the foot of which are their fortifications, 
if a parcel of old walls manned with a few 
guns, — of ſoldiers, may be called ſo, 
contributes not a little to Fthe” unwholſomenels 


ee ry, CCC 
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The planterz who ſell chats nuts, are free- 
acts and for the moſt part natives of Banda, 
who have ſlaves to manage their plantations; 
and it is the ſame with the nuts here, as With 
the cloves at Amboyna; the planters ate limit- 
ed in the price of their ſpices; and it is ĩinete- 
dible how little they are paid for them; neither 
can the planters make good their expences, 
in maintaining, and, loſs in the death of their 
ſlaves,; this not alone, but, they ars uſed 
with the greateſt #njuſtice and extortion, in 
the purchaſe of rice, and clothes for there 
flaves ; the produce of which goes into the 


governor's pocket. By this we may conceir g 


How agreeable the Dutch Company are to theſe 
mem; and is it not ſurprifing, that ag, Banda 
is a place from which the cy draw ſuch 
great advantage, that they not * theſe 
15 ar pn better. l 
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Even in ict al as OEM wp d 

av were from the reſt of the world,” infe&- 
2 with — diſtem pers, and 2 burning 
3 mountain 
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mountain daily vomiting flames, they have 
none af thein very great humanity.” On ſome 
of the ard e wherefore I have 
ye. thought and ſaid, that the counting 
3 ſhould-be removed to another iflan | 
and thus further from the mountain, and . 
leave only à ſmall force in the preſent ſettle- 
ment, which would be — they would 
then "a better able to ſubfiſt themſelves, 
ind'(o-manymen; would hot be yearly ſacri- 
to the wnyholeſomeneſs of the climate. 
his ;propoſition- was alfa. mee — 
y are oſten L 


nem preverb of “ it 
$99 eb is agu 


In ano 7 bee 


-An. eee parece. d — y Al 3 3 
theſelyes: maſters. of Randa, as of Batavia, 
aud, be able to maintain themſelves in it, hav- 
ing oaly the een e e 
e ebene, 


1 res trips tal Teas: w — Decem- 
* 0 — ſpices n Jupe, theyre 

; 89 by Apt. Iu": 
Banda coſt the company year 


Fs 4 


(5 3 
the emo which they fend to then; 
but this is not to be put in computation with 


the extraordinary oy ankag rope he nuts 
. mace. ; 


5 


Tu, Adee: 5 jr the illandd 


of Celebes, is looked upon by the Dutch as 
the key of the Great Baſt, It has a nor, 
"who enjoys the ſame $ as the former 
one. Near the ſea is a fortreſs, with 
out, the lealt out- work, generally garrifoned 


by two hundred men, the moſt inſolent, diſ- 
_ cotitented of any in India; who in caſe of an 
attack, would wor pros rr 

| 0 the e " 


1 
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- The dend utc wallame eng weg 
an inveterate to the Dutch, mY 
as lay in-their power, exalted the 
gelen ar the oxpenco of the Macafhirs,/ and 
Continne to do ſo. Their enmity is — 
cqghvened, e 
excluſive of hee — wn es 
She, For themſelves : alfo by the g _ 
Ra go in. hh 
"as ths firſt allies 
| ned: W prince is ſent to 
| — — bare evidence of tho 
2 he is baniſhed for Rfe by the ſu- 
reme government. The governars generally 
** * — Intereſt, as there are 


1 ſome 


ol 
* 
* 
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of bai countries on f the oppo- 

ſite The prin as Dompa, Bima, Sumbowa, where 
the Sapan wood grows, are meſtly under the 
7 N power of the Dutch governor, which 
1 has: more than once occaſioned a deſtructive war 


= 7 among them; for when a prince dies, there 


are a number of competitors, and he who pays 
| the fe beſt, is ſupported by wo Dutch. 


 -- eden produces rice, an it' 8 duties, 


8 8 fall ſhort of it's expences, 79,000 


1 gilders or more, tho* it brings the governar 
. in great profit, and the company is obliged 

to maintain it, in order to keep an eye over 
x the Great Eaft ; as alſo for deſtroying the ſpice 
trees in the iland of Bouton, which the 
prince permits the Dutch to do.—But the 


culous. A ſerjeant and two ſoldiers are ſent 
pon this expedition, and to be ſure they will 


Who 5 it as much ag pdf ible, in 
to vate orders of their kin g. 
n= knows = By to diſpoſe of the fruit; this 
the Engliſh are alſo acquainted with, and 

| either the French or the Engliſh may always 

5 be ſure of procuring ſpices in the Qreights of - 
EY * tho the Dutch, eſpecially in Hol. 


* 
.. * * 
9 2 - 
I . 


manner of deſtroying the ſpices is truly ridi- 


able to do great execution, the more ſo as 
ſp! ice trees muſt be ſhewn them by the 


, 


N 5 


land, imagine chat the ff pice trees are quite 
deſtroyed in this country. Bat God help 
them, did they know the real truth, they 
would change their opinion in that ref} pect, 
and find out ſome hetter way to effect it. 
It is certain that foreign ſhips come and load 
in the ſtreights of Bouton — ſhip goes yearly 
to Macaſſar in January. Three or four of the 
company's veſſels go a cruiſing yearly, com- 
maded by mates, but ſerve rather to pirate on 
the trade of the natives, than to prevent the 
ſmuggling of the Tpices. Theſe yeſſels are ge- 
AY badly manned, and worſe provided with 
ing and ammunition, which cannot be 
— erwiſe, while the governor has always 
ſhips of his own, provided with the beſt of 
every thing, at the expence of the 3 
and to the prejudice of their ſhi 3 
wernorꝰs veſlels are uſed in the trad to B 
Banda, Bima, Batavia and Java, which they 
generally ory on there. | 


Ternate is Nkewiſe A government, and pro 2 
vid with a governor. Here is a garriſon, of © 
one hundred and fifty men. It producgs ſome 
gold, "but the trade is not g — it is an 
expenſive poſt to the compatiy, w pay earl) 
| opirards of lixty thouſanid gilders to the wo 

kings of Tidois* and Ternate, by agree- 
ment, for deſtroying the nuts and cloves, 
which grow there. The governor's perqui- 
ſites are but 1 but by monopolizing the 


trade 


* 


4 
os 
* 
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— gpnFe had raiſe himſelf from gunaer's 


, . ſame, ſarvices 
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af 2 r pain F 
pleaſure from taking part 
>: makes. amends. for it, by which 
the ene and inferior Dutch of- 
in the greateſt poverty; and 


| _ n ee e e 
8 F k 


"Theme er HY as: | well afofcd to the 
government, +as- thoſe. on the other ſettle- 
ments, and the inhabitants are no better, The 


4 "AY may hs 4G 3 2. 
ung the Great Eaſt, is governed by a chief, 


— a ſmali party ; the company 
up out of fear that ne other nation 


keep ĩt 
would ſettle there ſhould! they leave it,, for 1 it 


produces little, and the expences are more 
a now N : 


ra 8 18 F government, 275 £ Ne 2 
Jaua- & very 
n filled. by one, who in 


this office, May. wi not, exchun, 

vas x he muſt. certainly be a. perſon. of 
ts to 
the 


* 


* 
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the company; but foftly—his elevation and 


capacity were thus : 


From gunner's mate to clerk in the ſecre- 
tary”s office; then third and ſecond ditto, and 
Private writer to the general: fo that all the 
ſervices performed by him at that time, fot 
the company, confiſted in copying out reſolu- 
tions, proclamations, &c. and ſigning ſtamps: 
and when from private writer he became ſe- 
cretary, his buſineſs was not mueh increaſed. 
Thele ſervices in a little tithe procured him 
the government of Java: but what contribut- 


ed moſt to it, was his being in the good gra- 


ces of the general. Can any one now think 
that he did merit ſuch a confiderable poſt, as 
a reward for thoſe faithful and important ſer- 
vices which he rendered the government. 
This gentleman was fixteen Years old when he 
was made a clerk, and at twenty five he was 
made a governor, not for want of men of great- 
er merit and capacity than this beardleſs boy, 

but becauſe theſe things are never examined 
> MMOL RT ETSY OT RET Og 


The Governor of Java lives: in almoſt as 
much ſtate as the General at Batavia” does, 


and has a *corifiderable revenue; he may act 


as unmercifully as he Rial, only taking 


care to give the General his quota. Theis 


are many reſidences an Java; the reſidents 0 
which gain a great deal of money, but a 
2% 85 > eg: G > f — . 
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obliged to give part of it to the Governor: 
but What are the reſources from whence all 
this gain proceeds? The natives, and the 
Company! . To relate all the thefts, would 
take up too much room; I fhall therefore 
only ſay in few words, that they ſtrip tHe 
poor inhabitants to. the ſkin, and oh. the 
Company every wy as much as they can. 


Moſt of the poſts i in this government are 
garriſoned by r or 85 men, but 
are not in condition to oppoſe an European 
enemy for one day. Samarang has a garriſon 
of two hundred and fifty men at moſt, of the 
ſame diſpoſition as thoſe in the other places, 
and their fortifications are in much the ſame 
ſtate. The natives are in their hearts, as 
well affected to the Dutch, as every where 

elſe, and would as gladly ſee them removed. 


Java raiſes five or fix thouſand laſts of rice, 
and as much ſalt as the Company pleaſes to 
have; likewiſe indigo, cotton, teak timber, 
ſugar, coffee, birdneſts, &c. and is one of 
he fineſt countries in the world; the more 
Was it is very healthful. There is in Java 
a ſeparate reſidence called Cheribon ; this is 
the jowl of the falmon, and brings it's Go- 
vernor in yearly 100,000” ducats, which is 
| oor torted 65-79 the natives, and purloined from 
the Company. How would it otherwiſe be 


2 for 2 e, to produce ſo much? 
= — . 


* we ! M4 of - . ww _ 
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Neither is this poſt beſtowed upon any other 
than the Governor's near relations, who. are 
generally conceited coxcombs,, who uſe the 


inhabitants in the moſt inſolent manner. 


Ceylon (one of the principal ſettlements of 
the Company) is in the bell ſituation of any, 
and has generally a good garriſon: the capa- 
city of the Governor and Mr. Falck, and the 
ſending of ſhips ſtraight from the Nether- 
lands, thither, contribute greatly to it. The 
profits ariſing from trade and other things, a- 
mount to nine or ten tun of gold, (an hun- 
dred thouſand gilders each) and the expences, 
on the contrary, to eleven: but the great 
profits ariſing from the cinnamon, more than 
counterbalance this difference. Ever ſince the 
year 1766, they have been ſufficient maſters 
of this iſland, having obliged the king of 
Candia, formerly ſo powerful and haughty, 
to acknowledge the ſovereigaty of the Dutch, 
and he part of the coaſt to them. This 
belonged rather to the natives; and it may 


1 * 


be conſidered as the firſt cauſe of the laſt war; 


a though e were ſucceſsful in it, yet it 
does not diminiſh the injuſtice, „ 


The then Governor ordered all the natives 
who poſſeſſed any lands, to produce the teſ- 
timony of their right; which was next to 
gonfiſcating it: for the Cingulere could pro- 
duce no other evidence, than that his an- 

5 5. _ celtors 
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ceſtors had been poſſeſſors of it before 
him: but this was counted inſufficient, and 
if they would keep it, they were obliged 
to compound with the Governor, or comfort 
ING with being driven out of their 
poſleſſions, and ſee them publickly ſold ; 
which injuſtice occaſioned the infurrection. 
_ The Dutch may now peel cinnamon, and 
trade all over the country: ſo that it will 
depend entirely upon themſelves, whether 
they profit by it in time, or not. Ceylon 
produces, beſides cinnamon, coffee and pep- 
per, (which grow at Mantura) alſo ſome 
fine ſtones, as amethiſts, topazes, and 
alſo betle nut, ſundry ſorts of linens, jaffa- 
napatnams, and Tritecoryns. Punte Gale is 
the landing place, and has a difficult but ex- 
cellent road for ſhips. N 


Coromandel. On this coaſt the Dutch 
bave a chief ſettlement, called Negapatnam 
the governors of which have often prov- 
ed faithleſs and unjuſt: fo that there has 
been ſome who have from Governors become 
deſerters; and when ſuch a plague had the 
command, the inhabitants and weavers were 
ſure to be oppreſſed, and the Ne like- 
wife feel it. They are often diffolute and 
arrogant, and deſcended from the mean- 
eſt parents. This does not, however, de- 
„„ „ . ops ; «4 5 
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rive them of the title of my Lord, 
nor their wives of my Lady.“ e 


Nagapatnam is the warehouſe for all the 


linens which are woven on the coaſt : from 


Bimilipatnam, Sadraſpatnam, Paleacatta, 


and Jagernackpatnam, where the Company 
have poſts - and factories under the govern- 
ment of Nagapatnam. The commodities 
that we carry there, are, iron, japan cop- 
F lead, pepper, ſpices, alſo gold. It 

s faid, that here is gained yearly five hun- 
dred thouſand. gilders. But we muſt ob- 
ſerve, (for once and an that in this, as 
well as in buying and felling, the truer a- 
mount of the neat produce. is not given in: 
for the Pr wate f o which the 5 &c. 
takes, muſt firſt he deducted: fo that though 

it may be aſſerted, how much the Company 
gain by their merchandize, yet the real re- 
turns are never known, „ 


The duties, with the abovementioned pro- 
fit, amount to about five hundred and ſixty, 
or 1 thouſand gilders: but the ex- 
pences of the ſettlement, according to the 


returned accounts, ſwallow up more than 


the revenue. 


| " Nagapatnam is 2 fortified town; the fol- 
diers are Reg precey well, but ſtill diſlike the 
ch as they do 


| ſervice as m any where elle. 


| Malabar 
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Malabar was formerly a command, but is 
now a government, called Cochin. This go- 
vernment includes the following poſts, viz. 
_ Callan, Cranganor, Calicoilan, , Papo- 
netty, Chettua. The Company were Li 
merly in poſſeſſion of Cannanoor ; but go- 
vernor Serff treacherouſly abandoned it, 


+. 


be princes, who deliver the pepper, take 
up goods before hand of the . by 
Way of exchange; and the governors had a 
cuſtom of returning them debtor to the Com- 
pany, for much more than they really were. 
This continuing from year to year, greatly 
to the advantage of the Governor; which, 
with ſome other falſe inſtances in the books, 
increaſed the loſs to ſome” hundred thouſand 
gilders : fo that they durſt not keep it any 
longer ſecret at Batavia. Upon this being 
made known, another Governor was ap- 
inted, and two Commiſſioners ;. they took 
with them the copy of the trade book, in order 
to compare it with the original, The new 
Commander was likewiſe ordered to. arreſt 
his predeceflor immediately; which was ac; 
cordingly done, and ſent to Batavia; but 
without any advantage to the Company, bo 
quite loſt the money ; and the delinque 
cleared himſelf by the aſſiſtance of ſome 
thouſand roupees. And though it is true, the 
former Governors had the greateſt ſhare, Jet 
n 
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when he became governor, he ought to have 
examined the books better, and was there- 


fore an ſwerable for the fraud. 


| The Company i in Holland bad no occaſion 
to be ſatisfied with the deciſion of the : Judges ; 
but 2. t, without any ſhew *of injuſtice, 
oblige that commander to make 7 the da- 
mage.” 

They Pre in 1224 bite: We 1 
err camphire, and benzoin, by which the 
Company do not profit more than two hun- 
dred thouſand gilders, at moſt; this added to 

fifty thoufand gilders, ariſin from the du- 
ties, make two Pane oe. fifty thouſand 
ee ; and the expences amount to two 
ndred and thirty thouſand gilders. It pro- 
duces about two million pounds of pepper, 


cardamum, &c. At Cochin is a garriſon of 


two hundred and fifty men; the fortifica- 
tions are after the manner of other Places. | 


Malacca is alſo a Saints bas to 55 


Company, whom it coſts yearly, 20;000 
gilders, paid out of the profits ariſing: from 


the rica on importation ; the ſale of hnens, 


opium, and other ſmall trifles. Their returns 


are elephants teeth, and ſome gold. The 


caſtle which was built by the Portugueſe,” is 
in good- — and defended by a garri- 


. | ſon 
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C 
ſon of 280 or 300 men. This government, 
like moſt . 7 a” very a Fo ten the 
| Governor ; we have however, ſeen Mr. Schip- 
per return from thence, as Governor, with- 
out having amaſſed a fortune; but that gentle- 
man has a principle of honeſty, which 
few poſſeſs, neither do they all follow his 
example ; for ſome have a a fortune in 
three or four years; extortion and deceit, 
and n money in faſt; the 
inhabitants were cruelly oppreſſed, and ſome 


ol them have even been obliged to leave their 


country: It even went ſo far, that the in⸗ 

habitants were beaten by the Governor him- 
- felf; this. uſage was on account of trade, 
2 hich, the Governor wanted to engroſs to 
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2 Padang, on the weſt coaſt of Sumatra, is 
a government, and formerly brought in great 

profit, but at preſent it's trade is entirely de- 
cayed. They imported all ſorts of linens, 

opium and ſalt; for which they exchanged 
gold, pepper, * and camphire; the 
company have a ſmall caſtle here, where the 
Governor, and other officers recide, and gar- 
rifoned by 100 or 120 men; but the fortiſi- 
cations are in a wretched condition. The 
decay of trade, is owing to two or three 
fools, who were recommended by letters 888 


: 


receiving or co 
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Holland, and by that means put into office 3 


which, joined to extortion and deceit, is the 
occaſion that the natives buy hardly any linen 
of the Company; ſo that the ware-houſes 


| here are full of unſold linens. The Engliſh 
at Bencoolen contribute alſo. greatly to the 


decreaſe of trade; this was occaſioned: by the 
Company's ſervants, formerly inviting the 


Engliſh to trade to Padang; they accordingly 


ſent three ſhips yearly ; their loadings were 
ST ally purchaſed by the Governors for 
t 


themſelyes, in exchange for the 8 


of the country; but in time, the Engliſh 
found out the way to trade with the natiyes 


themſelves, without the aſſiſtance of the 


Dutch; ſo that the former Goyernors have 


made their forruncs, but the preſent, are de- 
priyed of this ſmu | A in this, h —_ 
ever, it appears that t 


that the greateſt loſs falls 
upon the Company, as the commanders at 


_ preſent enjoy hardly any other advantages than 
their private gain on the little that is bought 
and fold, and in delivering in falſe agcounty, 


_ The falſe weights which the officers uſe in 
| or collecting the gold, contribute 
not a little to the antipathy which the na- 
tives haye at preſent 
make them avoid trading with them. 


Palembang is a reſidence ; it is ſituated 


r the Dutch, and 


near the ſtraits of Banca, and has a weak 
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fort bor it's defence, garriſoned by about ſixty 
of the Company's ſoldiers ; the experices of 
it amount to 40,000 gilders: They allo 
keep two or three . veſſels, but very badly 
manned and provided ; and which are de 
tined rather for the fobvice of the reſident, 
than for the Company. It produces tin, 
pepper, and gold, which the Company pays 
ready money for; nor do I think there is a 
rince richer than him of Palembang, for he 
Eads up both the money which he receives 
for his tin and pepper, and likewiſe the 
= | Id which is got out of his own rivers, 
I be reſident likewiſe ſells tin and pepper to 
; The Engliſh, privately, who come yearly into 
the ſtraits” of Banca for that purpoſe, and 
from whence they tranſport it to China, and 
other parts. This illicit trade is well known 
at Batavia, but it is winked at, as the Gene, 
ral has bis quota of the Profit. A 


<p ernte On this great iNand hs "OR 
have only a ſmall paliſaded fort, called Ban- 
jermaſſing; they keep a reſident there, with 
about 40 ſoldiers; the Company ſend there, 
falt, amphions, and linens, and receive pep - 
per, and a few diamonds in return ; but che 
455 are not equal to the expences, tho” 
t 16,000. gilders. The reſident's gains, 
which are very conſiderable, ariſe from the 
means before · mentioned. l 
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We have now deſcribed all the Dutch 
Settlements in India; for in Bengal, Surat, 


China, and Japan, they have only factories. 


Bengal. Tho' the Dutch 1 a fort there. 
called Hughly, yer, as they are ſo often laid 


under contribution, they cannot be con- 


ſidered in any other light, than as factors. 


It is at preſent but in a poor condition, 


which, with the heavy duties and treacherous 


dealing, demand a ſpeedy change. A direc- 


tor reſides here as chief, with a few ſoldiers. 


The principal exports at Bengal, conſiſt in 


ſeveral ſorts of linens, ſilk uffs, opium, 
and faltpetre ; but it is only the refuſe of the 
Engliſh which the Dutch get, and even their 
_ reſidence there depends * the AR, of 


that nation. 


Surat has alſo a Fe and the Com- 


pany have both dwelling and ware-houſes; 


but every thing is at preſent in the utmoſt 


diſorder; the ſervants are in diſcord amon 


themſelves; treacherous and inconſiderate; they 


bad even the aſſurance to aſſert, that 50, ooo 
rupees were to be paid, only for making a 


ſtalr-caſe in the Dutch refidence ; but the 


truth of it is, mah the Director wanted to 


| 7 the money. 


A 


"The chief articles. which the they 


receive from thence, are linens, Capock and 


"ou * . | caſhoo, 
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caſhod, in exchange for braſs, ſagar, &c. 
which they ſend there—a ſpeedy redreſs is 
greatly wanted here. CI 


Japan. The Dutch are the only chriſtians 
who trade here; the profits are very ſmall at . 
preſent; two ſhips carrying on the trade; 
the principal imports here are in ſugar, 
Europe hoes and ſpices, in return for goos ' 


cheſts" of braſs or copper, 120 lb. each, and 


30,000 Ib. of camphire. The Company do 
not gain 10,000 gilders by the imports here, 
after the charges are deducted. . 


The Dutch here are uſed with viſible and 


-ancreaſing contempt, which is ſaid to be ow- 
ing to the treachery and incapacity of ſome of 


the governors, and chiefly to the covetouſneſs 
of one in particular. Private gains and profits 
they muſt certainly have, or a chief would 


never have been able to gain a ſufficient for- 


tung by three voyages, which has been done, 


but ſurely by indirect means; but what 
they are it is difficult to fay, becauſe the Ja- 
pan traders are very fecret about it; indeed 


there has been ſome talk about ſending a 
Superior, but it was merely report, and 


we dughit, at leaſt, to have ſent a perſon from 


Batavia there, to aſcertain the truth of it. 
It is, however, well known, that the Dutch 


are at Japan as if baniſhed to an iſland, and 
enjoy very fexw privileges. neither muſt it be 


be» 
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. 
believed that other nations are debarred owe 
thence, the n 18 true. 


The Netherlands "A Hehe: FR ſhips 
dire& to China, where the trade conſiſts 
molt in tin, gold and cloves; and it is well 


known that the exports from thence are wh 
filk ſtuffs and china ware; the private 


there proceed from the ready money which is wo 


taken up out of the company's treaſury, and 


lent out to the Chineſe at twenty per cent. 
under pretence that it 1s negociated for private 
og and does not concern the company. 

ut when the borrower fails, which ſome- 
times happens, the lofs is made good by the 
company, in two or three years time, (ac- 
cording to the ſum lent) by the intereſt on a 
new capital, kewiſe borrowed from the 

company's treaſury. It is, however, Ccer- 


tain that if the ſum lent was too large to be 
paid in this ee ; the lenders themſelves 


would be obliged to ſtop re and who 
would be the wen then? this exactly com- 
cides with the old Dutch proverb, the pit- 
cher comes often to the WO; dur goes mne 
12 57 A 


Thus we Aut EIN ſhort and Rithfel 
deſcription of every. thing; and ſaid enough 
of the company's ſervants to give the read- 
er an idea of them, tho' if we would be more 
explicit, there is an ample field for animad- 

verſion. 


0 32. © 
verſion. But from this ſketch we may per- 
ceive that they are generally void of faith, 
| honour and affection for their lords and maſ- 
ters. Every one minds nothing but enrich- 
ing himſelf, at the expence of the company; 

and really. they may thank themſelves and 
their ſervants for the decay. of their trade, 
and even their ruin, ſhould that be the ef- 
fect, as they don't elear India of villains 
in time. But in my opinion, the following 
eaſy means of redreſs would likewiſe pro- 
mote the intereſt of the company ß 


That is, by ſending a commiſſioner and five 
aſſiſtants, (upon whoſe honour and faith we 
could rely) with full powers to India, from 
Europe, to make an enquiry about the conduct 
of thoſe officers who had made fortunes in- 
the company's ſervice; and he that was found 
to have enriched himſelf at the company's ex- 

. pence, {hould have half his fortune confiſcat- 
ed to their uſe, and be baniſhed from India 
with the xeſt. And further, to diminiſh the 
. attending the out factories, as well in 
re of the governments, as of the reſi- 
dents and officers, or ſervants of the com- 
pany. For of what uſe are thoſe council aſ- 
ſemblies? they are quite unneceflary, and 


only occaſion expences by maintaining uſeleſs 
e 8 er 
* FE # t $4 . 


6 


They ſhould diſmiſs all incapable or fi r- 
fluous officers, and either ſend them to Eu- 
| * or incorporate them among the freeman. 


.-'To continue the General and chief govern- 
ment in Batavia, but to diminiſh all the other 
officers one half, as well in the compting 
houſe, as in the adminiſtration, to make a 
better diſpoſition in the Trade Quarter, the 
ſhip yard and warehouſes. To employ as 
much as poſſible faithful ede and to 
allo them a pa ſalary. 


Never to let a General continug more than 
three years in office; at the expiration of 
that time, he ſhould give an account to his 
ſueceſſor, and the Council of India, not only 
of his own conduct, but alſo of that of all 

the inferior officers during his nen 


To ſend a e ee eyery five years 
8 from Europe (as before mentioned) who 1 
to take down all | apologies, to examine 
_ every thing, and 90 an aFrount * all to 
Europe 5 


To "On the. General aud Canal greater 
ſalaries, and to {enale, the 'Indian point of 
honour, on a reaſonable and proper foupda- 
tion; this will all contribute to the intereſt 
- of the Company, and they cannot be accuſed 

in the 945 5 E a bo in 8 back 1 


(56) 
of . treacherous ſervants have Ak 
from them; tho' it is certain, that by theſe 
means they wall lay up SORRY but it wy 


be their own. 


* 


in Holland, upon one man, which is gene- 
the Advocate, eſpecially as ſuch man 
etimes not only ignorant of thoſe af- 
fairs, but alſo by their multiplicity and EX>. 
tent he is prevented from examining into, 
and giving an account of every thing, for 
which more than one man of capacity is re- 
quiſite : : Neither 1s it certain that ſuch man, 
upon whom alone it all depends, is proof 
againſt temptation; and ſhould he not, the 

_ conſequence is great danger to the Compan F 
by his making falſe reports as well + the 

trade as of | perſons. It is certainly not 
without reaſon that they have ſo much re- 
ſpe& for him; and it. has more than once 
| happened, that a fingle letter from the Ad- 
vocate, in recommendation of his friends, 
has procuted them a handſome fortune : His 
recommendations are of the utmoſt weight, 
and the beſt that can be obtained, not hen 


excepting: bis Higbneſs“. 3 


1 
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About thirty ſhips fail yearly to- 1 3 
each ſhip is generally manned with 2 or 
250 men; the officers are moſtly 

Aer claſs ; ſailors by birth, who nr — | 


un- 


- And" laſtly, not to let every A 1550 1 


085 5 


undlerſtand navigation as 2. trade: They dre 
tolerably inſtructed, ſo as to know how their 
-counle lies, and ſo far are fit for their m-. 

ploys, without which none could be employ- 
ed We ne e en 0 


Be ü in 1 2 are td; 
guikty-es ſwear! — and of Nr 99 
men? ene Hcers: are, 

8 1 % % rotg 

. | A ain, Abo det: 4150 5 £3 +9 
Afi Mate; . 2% ⁵⁵ Wet, Yau . 
1 Mate; ad t 3 FEED 


_ e a too nlite 2 on 25 
2 and theſe clowniſh ignorant men arg | 
unſufferable in their 1 the Captain 
is heard to exclaim an hundred times — 4 
the voyage, I am chief in this bottom. 
Nile always gives ſentence, and muſt not be 
= be. ' _ contradicted ; and the other officers follow - 
4 his example in their behaviour to . — 5 
"= feriors ; their language is generally , fraught 
with . you lie”—** you be d- d,“ &c« and 
I really pity a poor man Who goes n 
them to India, either as paſſenger, 4 
mate, or aſſiſtant; for they uſe ſuch men 
e {OgRS we as m in n Far, Har £21 

A 9 


As. 


. » 
their effects, as in quarrelling rifles; e 


though — trifles, may make a 
on ſhipboard moſt, wretched. 


Che cabin is 


generally his reſidence, and when they want 
to torment him, theſe low born ſouls let him 


have no reſt, by making or ordering the. boys 


- to make all kinds of noife. Should he at 
5 tength complain, he is anſwered with d—-n 
- it, what do you think? Muſt. not the boys 


have room too? And as a perſon cannot al- 


ways continue in the cabin, his ears muſt be 
- offended with hearing the loweſt and fooliſh- 


eſt diſcourſes, and then be obliged to meſs 
with theſe people at noon and at night: but 


Oh heavens, what meſſes ! the meat which 


Captain buys, and takes with him, is 
Pt 


almoſt every thing that belongs to cookery. 
A ſailor performs the office of butler, in diſ- 


tributing, and is generally quite incapable of 


doing it; always dirty and idle. The table 


cloth, which is a greaſy, dirty piece of fail 
cloth, increaſes the loaching not a little; and 
nothing which the Company Ss is made 
— o by _ oy: MILE 54 


F * 4 
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11 15 us furprifing 1 as 3 22 
tions are r + 

and a good ſteward, the: Dutc — 
Has not likewiſe. We may aſcribe the diſ- 
e on board the 25 hieß to the bad 


. 1 


, 


e life 


generally very bad. Fhe cook is ignorant of 


always with a good cook. 


* SA . 
Sv. * | jo 7 OO" * 
| hs _ _— Mos... * * 
1 . 
E 3 = "6 4 
. 0 0 + 


| * * RES 8 The! poor mat n 4 
BB _ © the worſt of, their meat is never done ſufs 
. full of filth for there is as 
Ilittle care taken about the cleanlineſs as . 
is about the cooking. Thus I judge, that 
two cooks and three mates are highly neceſ- 


fary i in an outward bound ſhip 3 as well as 
attention to be paid to the decency and * 
* drefling of the meat, and likewiſe to AN 
cock a room. „ 


4 


Thus it is bk they leave Europe bus #7 4 
in, failing in India, ſtealing is much worſfe 
than this. The Captains 1 15 India ſell every | 


5 


* thing that 7 can; ropes, ſails, anchors, 
2 ing is ſold, and then entered in . 


as loſt, 
bo. 18 


+ Thisdemand' redreſs'; as does alſo their „ 
ſage of the paſſengers, merchants, or aſſiſtant. 

- - Who happens to go with them, that they may 
enjoy their paſſage in peace. And as to the 


5 poor ſailors, it is really aſtoniſhing, that tjñůe 
25 find ſerve th 
5 Company nd any * erve them. | | 


We have here . our 8 oth. a 
1 and faithful account of ger Dutch Eaſt 
ndies. Sf 


Bel 


It is 1 to FM a ths it 
is approved or condemned. He defires no 
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